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NOAA Sponsors New Guidebook on Climate Adaptation for Local Governments. “Preparing for Climate Change” is a new 172 page report produced by the Climate Impacts Group, ICLEI, and King County, Washington. The NOAA-funded Guidebook is designed to facilitate planning for climate impacts by specifying practical steps and strategies that can be used to build community resilience into the future. It offers a 14-step checklist to scope climate impacts across major sectors, building support for climate change preparation, building a climate preparedness team, conducting vulnerability assessments, as well as developing a preparedness plan and measures of resilience to track progress in plan implementation.   (King County Washington News Release, September 11, 2007, http://www.metrokc.gov/exec/news/2007/0912globalwarming.aspx)

“Project Laundry List” Promotes “Right to Dry.” A new non-profit organization, “Project Laundry List” has been established to promote the right to air-dry clothes. The group uses art, advocacy and education as it promotes the “right-to-dry.”  Currently only three states -- Florida, Hawaii and Utah--have laws written broadly enough to protect clotheslines. Project Laundry List’s slogan, with apologies to Benjamin Franklin, is: “We must all hang together, or most assuredly we will all hang separately." (Project Laundry List, 2007,  http://www.laundrylist.org/index2.htm)

Europeans Ready CO2 Labeling for Cars Akin to Cigarette Health Warnings. The European Commission is expected soon to recommend rules on car advertising akin to the health warnings on cigarette packs. Carmakers would have to devote at least 20% of the space on advertisements to data on carbon dioxide emissions  “in an approved format, ” according to a draft report  (The Financial Times, December 13, 2007, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/caf49268-a91d-11dc-ad9e-0000779fd2ac.html?nclick_check=1)

Ceravision Designs Low-Cost, High-Efficiency Lamp Without Electrodes. Scientists at UK’s Ceravision have designed a new form of lamp that eliminates the need for electrodes. The device uses microwaves to transform electricity into bright light and through a process that is energy-efficient. The Ceravision lamp has efficiency greater than 50%. Because the lamp has no filament scientists believe it can last for decades. An added advantage is that the lamp is mercury-free. (The Economist, September 8, 2007, http://www.economist.com/search/displaystory.cfm?story_id=9719129)
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